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XIII. The Close of the Old Wasan.
published a work that brought him at once into prominen-Uchida was born in 1805 and studied mathematics unc Kusaka, taking immediate rank as one of his foremost pup In 1832 he published his Kokon Sankan'1 in two books whi included a number of problems that were entirely new, a did much to make the higher yenri. Sections of an ellip wedge, for example, were new features in the mathematics Japan, and the following problems showed his interest in t older questions as well:
There is  a rectangle in which are inscribed an ellipse a four circles  as   shown in the figure.    Given the diameters the three circles A, B and  C, viz., a, b and c, it is requir to find the diameter of the circle D.
The rule given is as follows: Divide a and b by c, and ta the difference between the square roots of these quantiti To this difference add i and square the result. This multipli by c gives the diameter of D. This rule was suspected the contemporaries and the immediate successors of Uchk but they were unable to show that it was false.' Uchida w;
* Mirror (model) of ancient and modern Mathematical Problems. a For this information the authors are indebted to T. HAGIWARA, the o: survivor, up to his death in 1909, of the leaders of the old Japanese scho